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enough to bear the memory of the present life without
regret, remorse or anxiety, and above all without resentment,
should we desire to add to that burden of one life the
burden of a long millennial past.
So it is a merciful Banker who saves us all the
trouble of keeping accounts and, whenever we are ready
to start a new ledger, strikes the balance and turns over
our net proceeds with all accrued interest.
Again, after death the soul, free from his illusory
sheaths, makes an impartial review of the past, notes his
errors and failures with their motives, and by knowledge
thus gained grows in wisdom and in power, in intelligence
and in conscience.
Q. But why have we no memory of past lives ? We
remember whatever we have experienced and if we have
lived before, why should we forget ?
Ans. First let us note the fact that we forget more of
the present life than we remember. We do not remember
learning to read, but the fact that we can read proves the
learning. We avoid being burnt by fire, but do not
remember at what particular time we first got burnt and
learnt the lesson. Again, these events are not wholly
forgotten; they are submerged, not destroyed, and may be
drawn from the depths of memory, may be recovered from
a person's subconsciousness if he is thrown into a mesmeric
trance. If this forgetfulness be true of experiences en-
countered in our present body, how should we expect our
present brain to remember experiences in which that brain
and body had no share at all? Our causal and higher
bodies remain with us throughout the whole series of
incarnations, but the physical; astral and mental bodies
fall away at each incarnation ; and when we are reclothed
for a new life in three mortal bodies, those new bodies

